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character, antecedents, age, health or mental
condition of the person charged, or the trivial
nature of the offence, or the extenuating circum-
stances under which the offence was committed."
At some courts the belief exists that only first
offenders can be placed on probation. This of
course is not so. Defendants with long records
have often been dealt with in this way at Assizes
by the judges. The probable origin of this errone-
ous belief is to be found in the Probation of First
Offenders Act, 1887, which was the forerunner of
the Probation Acts and which as its name implies
was only applicable to defendants with no previous
convictions.

DISMISSAL UNDER THE PROBATION

ACTS

Justices may deal with defendants under the
Probation Acts in two ways. Firstly, they may
simply dismiss the information or charge. This is
usually employed in very trivial cases where the
magistrates think that technically the law has
been broken but in the circumstances there is no
need to inflict a penalty.

DISCHARGE ON RECOGNIZANCE

In more serious cases, the second method is
usually employed. The defendant is discharged
" conditionally on his entering into a recognizance,
with or without sureties, to be of good behaviour
and appear for conviction and sentence when called
on at any time during such period not exceeding
three years."

This  means  of course  that  the  defendant  is